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e - 5 HE Light of Nature, direts 

Men to conclude, that there is no 
Condition in which Man can be 
pulac d in this Life, that can ren- 
der 2 unaccountable for his Words and 
Actions at ſome Day of final reckoning. And 
Revelation tells us, that the Kings of the 
Earth, and the great Men, and rich Men, and 
chief Captains and mighty Men, will be equal- 
ly concern'd in that ſolemn Proceſs with every 
Bondman, Day-labourer or Slave, and with 
| | oth Freeman of the loweſt Station; for that 

ery Man, none'excepted of the whole hu- 
man eren ſhall be judged, or receive Sen- 


tence according to his Works, 'or to thefe 
Deeds done in his Body, that is, whilſt in this 
Life, whether they be Good or whether they 
be Zeil. | 

Being, Life, and Happinit are therefore 
of _ he fa 


e Importance to you, as they are to 
che 
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the greateſt Potentates in the World, — Let 
me then, as one that is ſincerely concern d for 
the Welfare of all Men, prevail with you to 
read without Prejudice, and with cool and 
ſober Thought what I here propoſe to your 
42 | 
I have for many Years liv'd within the 
Confines of this great City ; and not only in 
Places of your public and ſtated Reſort have I 
obſerv'd your Conduct, but 1 have had innu- 
merable Opportunities of making my Obſerva- 
tions upon you as ſingly and ſeverally employ d 
in almoſt every Street and Place of Reſidence 
as I have paſs'd and repaſs ed. 
And there is not any Thing more evident 
than that the Vice of prophane Curſing and 
Swearing is become habitual and . 
among you. | . 
But before I offer ſome Conſiderations upon 
this Vice, let me give you an Hint that may 
prevent a Miſtake; I mean not to charge ever 
_ individgal of each Claſs more particularly re- 
fer d to, with the Crime; as having been able, 
with the greateſt Pleaſure, to obſerve ſeveral 
Exceptions; nor can you think with what 
Charms ſuch Inſtances of Singularity appear ! 
1 ſhall ſtay no longer on the Introduction, 
but proceed immediately to the Point in view, 
which is to detect and expoſe theſe Crimes, 
in the plaineſt and beſt Manner I am able. 
And to this Purpoſe I wou'd define what is 
to be underſtood by a Curſe, or an Oath. : 
Ry | | An 
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And by a Curſe, I mean, any Expreſſions 
made uſe of, which imply a Deſire or Wiſh of 
our own Hurt, or that of any others; which 
becomes yet more Prophane, when we invoke 
God to ſucceed ſuch our Deſires or W iſhes. 
Buy an Oath, I woud be underſtood to 
mean, an expreſs Appeal to God for the Truth 
of what we affirm or deny. 

I ſhall begin with Cum ſing, and endeavour 
to expoſe the Unreaſonablenefs, Folly, and 
WO of it under the following Particu- 

3 | 

And, 1. It is a manifeſt Abuſe of the Deſign 
of Speech, and of the Law of our Make. The 
Organs of Speech were given us for the moſt 
kind and benevolent Purpoſes; their Intention 
was that we might more readily convey and 
impart to one another, the Thoughts and Sen- 
timents of our Minds; that our own Know- 
ledge or that of others, or our own Welfare 
or that of others, might be promoted. It is a 
quick or ſpeedy Means of informing one ano- 
ther of Dangers to which we are expos d, as 
it can give the plaineſt and earlieſt Notice of 
ſuch Evils we at any time come at the Know- 
ledge of. By Speech we are render'd capable 
of tranſacting the Buſineſs of our ſeveral Em- 
ployments with infinitely more Eaſe and Sa- 
tisfaction, than we cou'd do if depriv'd of it: 
Speech and its Organs, were given us, with 
their Variety, to give a Pleaſure in their 
Symphony, or melodious Harmony ; by * 
4% | D 2 0 


4 The HIN T, Ec. 
of this it is, that we become capable of ex- 
preſſing our pious and dutiful Regards to our 
Maker either more privately, or in the pub- 
lick Worſhip of the Church: without it we 
cou d not fo manifeſtly join in her Praiſes to 
the Almighty! neither cou'd we ſo conſtantly, 
or at all, declare to others our J hanks to God 
for our own Health or the Health of ours; 
our on Deliverance, or the Deliverance of 
ours; or of any whoſe imminent Dangers we 
were Spectators of? | Nay, without theſe Or- 
gans how dull and melancholly wou'd Society 
be to us! The Satisfactions of Society, or 
even of a ſingle good Companion, wou'd be 


c .̃ clips d, it not entirely loſt. Now as theſe 


are the ſeveral Ends for which Speech is given 
us, we ſhall preſently. ſee, that Cur/ivg either 
our ſelves, or others, is a manifeſt Abuſe of it. 
All theſe Purpoſes are plainly for the Pleaſure 
and Advantage of Mankind; but a wiſhing 
Hurt to myſelf or another, (as all Curſing 
ſuppoſes,) is the very reverſe. It ariſes from 
Principles that are unworthy human Nature, 
and diſcover a Mind wicked and deviliſn. 
Me were undoubtedly form d for Happineſs, 
and every other Power and Faculty with 
which we are inveſted, as well as that of 
Speech, plainly intimate to us that they are 
never | rightly exercis'd, but when, they are 
employ d in adding to the Sum total of Hap- 
pineſs! All, and every Attempt to rob either 
our ſelves or others of a rational Satisfaction 
4 20 15 
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is wrong; ſo that wiſhing the Hurt of any of 
my fellow Creatures muſt certainly be wrong, 
What a vitious Taſte muſt I have contracted, 
if I can take Pleaſure in the Miſery or Un- 
happineſs of my fellow Creature! On the 
contrary, it is very natural for a Man to Re- 
joice and take Pleaſure in anothers Proſperity: 

This is the true Complexion of every good- 
natur d, benevolent Creature, and riſes high- 
eſt in a Reſemblance of that Being who is 
good to all! So that Curſing is an evident 
Contradietion to the Law of our Make, —— 

Again, if we can believe the Perſon: to be 
hotels that Curſes either us, or himſelf,” we 
muſt Fear I have the moſt. contemptible 
Notion of we ſhall efteem him as an a- 
bandon'd, Varchal, Part of the Creation; and 
watch and guard againſt him, as we aur 
againſt a profeſſed Enemy. For can I think 
any other bur that if a Man can ſincerely wiſh 
my Hurt, he will if he has an Opportunity 
and Power, as certainly effect it? 

But here. 1 perceive a common Objection | 
will ariſe : It is only faid in the height of 
Paſſion, he was provok d to it, and aſſoon as 
og Paſſion is over, he means no Harm. 

Acdmitting this to be the Caſe, I own that 
an accidental Madneſs, or a Madneſs that is 
only tranſient and occaſi onal, may poſhbly be 
a leſs Evil to the Subject of it, than a ſtated, 
ſettled Madneſs: But I know not whether it 
be ſo ſafe to | his — A Man is 

| . 
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not ſo much upon his Guard, where his cm- 
panion is only diſorder d now and then, as 
he is, when he is conſtantly under the Force 


of Frenzy. Nay, there is ſcarce any Man 


wou'd chuſe for his Companion, a furious 
Man, whoſe Frenzy was inceſſant: Whereas, 
many will make choice of one who in the 
general is benevolent and kind, altho' ſome- 
times he may admit of great Exceſs. Some 


indeed have pretended to ſay, that the beft 


natur d Men, are the moſt Paſſionate and 
Fiery. I own that there may be a Character | 
made up of Paſſion, which in the general may 
be Fond and Aﬀectionate, and now and then 


Angry and Wrathful: and no doubt, where 


the Paſſions govern the Man, youll often find 
this to_be the Caſe; but then ſuch a Man's 
good Nature, as it is call'd, is far from being 
a rational, ſolid Thing, it has no Virtue in 


At, it ariſes only from Humour, and Fancy; 


and the Paſſion in both Extremes is very | 
fleeting, cannot endure long ; but neverthe- 
leſs, the angry Extreme may be very fatal! 


How many of theſe Sort of good-narur'd 
Creatures, have not only cursd one another, 


but in their Paroxiſms of Heat, or Fits of 
Anger, have deſtroy d the Lives of their fel- 
low Creatures? A paſſionate Man ought 


therefore to be ſo far from being look'd upon 


as a good-natur'd Man, and his Curſes to 
ſtand for nothing; that he ſhou'd be eſteemed 


as a very dangerous Man ! 


"3." us 
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But it may be farther obje&ed that a Man 
has indeed got an Habit of Curling, but he 
means nothing by it: nor does any Body that 
knows him, think he does; he is truly an ho- 
neſt, kind, inoffenſive Man, and therefore 
there cannot be much harm in his Curſing. 
As this is often made uſe of as a Defence, 
or Mitigation of the Crime of Cur/ing, I 
ſhall give it a more particular Conſideration. 
And it is ſaid in defence of it, that a Man has 
got a Habit of Curſing, but he truly means 
nothing by it. | 
This is a moſt ſurprizing Defence ! his be- 
ing accuſtom'd to Curſing, or getting an Ha- 
bit is no more an excuſe for it, than his being 
accuſtom d to Thieving, or getting an Habit 
of Stealing wou'd be an excuſe for that! 
Wou'd an Highwayman think you, meet with 
more Mercy from a Fudge and Fury at the 
Orp Bairy, if he pleaded, that he had been 
ſo accuſtom'd to rob on the Highway, that 
he cou'd not leave it! This wou'd be ſo far 
from favouring his Cauſe, that it wou'd more 
certainly determine his Condemnation ! ; 
T houghtleſſneſs no doubt, may be and often 
is, the Product of Cuſtom : no occaſion for 
exerciſing the Attention of the Mind ſo much 
whilſt, we are doing a 'Thing we have con- 
ſtantly habituated our ſelves unto. We are 
capable, for inſtance, of muttering over a 
Song, or ſinging a Tune, to which we have 


uſed our ſelves, whilſt the Thought is buſily 
Pt: . engag d 
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engag d about an Affair of a quite different 
Nature; But then the Habit don't make that 
to be Tndiferent which is in its own Nature 
Criminal: tor, if it cou'd in one Inſtance, it 
might in another, and ſo in all, and then in 
the Caſe of the Highwaymen there wou d be 
no Guilt. 

Nor will a Man's meaning nothing by his 
Curſo ing, be any ſufficient Excuſe or his 
Crime; he is yet guilty, and that too in a 
Senſe which perhaps he is very unwilling to 
admit of: for whilſt a Man is curſing Himſelf 
or his Neighbour, and at the ſame Time means 
Nothing, he is Lying. He bids God to 
Damn. a Man, and yet God is a Witneſs, 
that he is only mocking him, he means no 
ſuch Thing! what Inſolence is this! wou'd 
any Man be guilty of ſo much Rudeneſs with 

his Prince, or Sovereign! 

But perhaps this /i/ly Fellozy may form ſuch 
Ideas X God, as Elijah did of Baal, in the 
ironical Deſcription he gave. of him to his | 
Prieſts, ois. that either he was Talking, or 
had ſomething he was in purſuit of, or on a 
Journey, or Aſleep, and ſo not likely to attend 
to what he ſaid !l—— 

But let me tell every prophane Curſer, that 
God is a God of Truth, and has forbid all 
Kinds of Falſhood, much more ſuch ſolemn 
and prophane Lying as is here ſuppoſed; and 
he has told us, that for every idle Word that 
Men ſhall ſpeak they ſhall be ane” in 
| the 
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the Day of Judgment. And that all Lyars, 
ſhall have their Parc in the Lake which burn- 
eth with Fire and Brimſtone, which is the 
ſecond Death. So that as by our Words we 

ſhall be Juſtified, ſo, by our Words we ſhall 
be Condemned. And can this be the Caſe, 
without any Notice taken of our Words! — 
It is a miſtaken Notion which many have got, 
that Words are but Wind, and of no Signifi- | 
cation, when we mean nothing by them ! 
They are evidently Criminal in the Sight of 
God; and all prophane Cur 4; "__ is a ſolemn, 
formal, and open denyal of Truth, when with- 
out a Meaning ! 55 

But again, they are not only Criminal in 
the Senſe of the divine Conſtitutions; but 
they are an Affront and open Contempt of all 
cicil Ordinances and Statutes. They ſup- 
poſe that both God and Man muſt mean no- 
thing by thoſe Laws and Sanctions that have 
Cenſur d and Condemn'd them. But is not 
every Man, in whatever Station or Condition 
of Life, a Creature of God? and a Member 
of Society 2 and can he ſhake off his Depen- 
dence?.If not, does not every Cusſe he utters 
argue the greateſt Stupidity and Folly! Let 
none think his ſaying he bad no Meaning, 
will prove that God, and humane Legiſlators 
had none! and if he does eſcape the Sanctions 
of the latter, let him conſider with himſelf, 


and} be well aher d cht he can evade hs. 


nene of the former! If he is not ſure 
. tht 
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that he can diſpute the Point with his Judge, 
and come off by telling him that like Solomons 


Fcol, he flung about his Curſes, as he did | 


his Fire- brands, without any meaning, for be | 
was hut in Sport! he may, an hundred to one, 
paſs for a Foor himſelf. Before ſuch a one | 
venture to ſatisfy himſelf with the Iflue of | 
ſuch a Plea, let me deſire him to take the | 
following Things into his Conſideration. 
And in the firſt Place, let him conſider that 
by every Curſe he pronounces on his fellow | 
Creature, or himſelf, he is guilty of the high- 


_ eff Preſumption, in aſſuming the Seat of God. 


This is unpardonable Inſolence! Nay more, it 
is ſuppoſing himſelf to have the Armicnrty * 
under his own' command: God Damn. you 


me! — your Blood! — my Blood! — looks | 


as if he imagind his Maker was become his 
Lackey,' or rather his Tool or Executioner | 
How came this about, you poor inconfiderable 
Reptile! how came it about, that Vengeance 
ſhou'd belong to you! Or that you knew how | 
to direct Damnation! Again, I ask you, are 
the Beings you ſo freely beſtow your Curſes | 
upon, any Part of your real Property? did 
you make them? or do you preſerve them in 
Being ? if not, what have you to do, to direct 
their Fate, and pronounce their Doom! Beſides, | 
what art thou thy ſelf ? doeſt thou not daily 
ſtand in need of the divine Mercy! and yet 
art thou ſo Vile as to ask Damnation for thy 
Brother! — Fooliſh, conceited mortal what | 
: e | Condition | 
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Condition wou'd yours be, if it ſhou'd be 
dealt to you, in proportion as you wiſh it to 
another! or how are you prepar d to receive 
the Curſe of God upon your ſelf? A 

Again, did God ever tell you, that you 
might be welcome to Invoke him for ſuch 
Purpoſes when any had Provok d or Injur d 
you 2 if he has not, is it not an Inſtance of in- 
ſupportable Pride and Arrogance! But as he 
has forbidden you, depend upon it, he'll ſup- 
port the Honour of his own Government, 
notwithſtanding this your Cur/ing is an open 
Challenge upon him to do it! It is no leſs 
than to tell him in the Face, that he is not 
fit to preſcribe Laws to you, and that you 
don't trouble your Head about his Threaten- 
ings! you'll continue to Curſe and Damn your 
ſelf and others, and bid him, yea command 
| him to be your Too or Executioner, in ſpite 
of all he has ſaid to the contrary. © 

2. A prophane Curſer cannot be a virtuous 
religious Man, except Contraries can be unit- 
ed, or Light and Darkneſs dwell together! 
A virtuous Man, and a prophane or common 
Curſer, are oppoſite Characters! for how is it 
poſſible that we ſhou'd with the ſame Mem- 
ber, 1. e. our Tongues, bleſs God even the 
Father of all Men; and with it àalſo curſe 
Men who are made in his Image. St. James 
might well call this a Poi ſon of the higheſt 
Degree! As he ſo very pertinently deſcribes 
a curſing Tongue, even as full of deadly Poi- 
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ſon; inaſmuch as this ſort of a Tongue is to 


the rational World, what Poiſons are to an | 
humane Body; for theſe operate on the animal | 


|  Seeretions, by their Contrariety, or tendency | 


to deſtroy the Order of them; and ſo do the | 
Poiſons of a _— Tongue in the moral | 
World. 

The Poiſon of 4 curſing Ines in the 
moral Creation, appears by its Contrariety to 
the ſettled order of Nature among intelligent 
Beings. The Order of the moral Creation, is, 


that as the Creatures of God we ſhou'd en- 


deavour to reſemble him, in Benevolence and 
Love to our fellow Creatures; that we ſhou'd | 
as we are bound by the t Laws of Na- 
ture, contribute to the utmoſt of our Power 
to remove every Degree of Pain and Miſery | 
from others, and impart every Degree of Hap- 
pineſs; and by doing ſo, we not only anſwer 
the Ends we were form'd for, with regard to 
others, but to our ſelves alſo, for the higheſt ' 
Pleaſures and Satisfactions reſult to our own 
Minds from ſuch Conduct! But a cus ſing 
Tongue is the very contrary of all this, and 
implies a Reliſh for Miſery; as it plainly im- 
plies and expreſſes a Wiſh of the Hurt of our 
fellow Creatures. God has bid us, or made 
it our Duty, to Pray for all Men, to do Good 
to all Men, to Bleſs all Men; but this is ab- 
ſolutely inconſiſtent with a Deſire of the Hurt, 
or a Curſing, or a Damning of any Man; 
8 for, and . Hurt to; W 
an 
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and Curſing; doing Good, and Damning, are 
direct oppoſites; fo that theſe eſſential Parts 
of Virtue and Religion, vis. Praying for, 
Bleſſing, and doing Good to all Men, cannot 
be contiſtent with a curfing Tongue ; and there- 
fore the prophane Curſer is infected with a 
deadly Poiſon, with which Firtue and Reli- 
gion will not, nay, they cannot live. The 
Doctrine of the Chriſtian Revelation, which 
is a Teſtimony to Truth, or the moſt refin'd 
Reaſon, has ſtrongly inſiſted upon a ſteddy 
Affection and Love to our fellow Creat 

as the only ſure Evidence of our being the 
Children of God; if a Man ſays, he Loves 
God, and Hates his Brother, Hes a Lyar, and 
the Truth is not in him! There is 4 4558 
Oppoſition in a Love of God, and wiſhing 
Hurt to any of our fellow Creatures; for God 
having made Man in his own Image, or Man 
being the Vorkmanſbip of God, if we love 
God, we ſhall love his Likeneſs, and cultivate 
12 Deſire of the Welfare of our 1 Crea: | 
N ny as his Workmanſhip. 
The Poiſon of a — Tongue, i is Likelies | 
to ſpread its Infection in proportion to the 
Circumſtances, Condition, and Intereſt or 
Weight of Influence, Men have in Society. 
And therefore Men of every Degree and Rank, 
chat are truly poſſeſs d of this æenæmous Mem- 
er will in c nana become a Wane: to 
e 
25 2 . Again, 
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Again, he that indulges in himſelf prophane | 
Curfing, altho he means not as he ſays, yet 
he forfeits all Credit to whatever he ſays. |! 
His Word is not to be taken, who can Lye 
and Deceive in the Form and Guiſe of the 
moſt horrid Impieties! That Man has loſt al! 
Senſe of the Sacredneſs of Speech, and might | 
with equal Reaſon break thro all the Promi- 
ſes and Engagements he at any time makes. 
For can I Invoke the ſolemn and awful Name 
of God, and fix it to a Lie? can I thus vilely | 
profane it, and might I not with as much 
eaſe be Deceitful, and Hypocritical with my | 
fellow Creature in any thing elfe ? The Man 
that can ſatisfy himſelf, with the accuſtom'd | 
Vice of prophane Cus ſing, notwithſtanding | 
his con ſtant public Invocations of the Deity, | 
that be won d have Mercy upon him! and 
encline bis Heart to keep that Law, vis. 
that which forbids his raking God's Name in | 
vain: That Man who can do this without © 
_ Remorſe, wou'd as eaſily ſatisfy himſelf, with | 
Theft, Murder, and Falſe-witnefs ; if human 
Laws did not inflict a greater Puniſhment on 
theſe, than on the other: for whoever he be | 
that can allow himſelf in the known and open 
| Violation of one expreſs divine Law, does by 
1 that plainly diſpute the Authority of the LA w- 
GIVER; he is not ſincerely and in Principle a 
Subject of any other of his Commands; but 
profeſles himſelf guilty of the whole. — 
2 Beſides, 
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Beſides, prophane Curſing is a Prophanation 
and Corruption of Language it ſelf. I/ords 
are ſacred Things, and thou'd always ſtand to 
expreſs the Ideas they are' the moſt obvious 
Signs of; they ſhou'd neither be equivocal 
nor falſe, but properly choſen to convey the 
Idea of the Speaker. But prophane Curſ;ng, 
is either prophane Lying, or riſes to the ut- 
moſt height of Impiety! in both Senſes is con- 
demned by the Laws of Language, which has 
before been prov'd to have the Welfare and 
Happineſs of the Creature, as its great Point 
in view; and to which prophane Curſmg 
S ſtands directly oppos'd. 5 

I cannot forbear yet remarking, the Ten- 
dency of this, as well as all other Vices to 
cloud the Daderſtandings of Mankind, and 
enſlave their Reaſon: as is plainly the Caſe; 
among ſuch prophane Curſers, who by Cuſ- 
tom are led to call upon God to Damn an 
Horſe, an Oar, a Stone, a Poſt, or a Cart, — 
any thing that falls in their Way; God Al- 
2 mighty muſt be invok'd to Curſe and Damn it, 
whether capable of any Evil or not: Theſe 
I ſtupid Creatures, might ſoon be taught, one 
wou'd think, to Invoke a Poſt, or a Cart, or 
Ja Stone, or an Horſe to interceed for them to 
God Almighty! for a Cart, or a Poſt, a Stone, 
or an Oar, cou'd aſſoon pray to God, as God 
coud damn them, they being incapable Sub- 
ras of Damnation! P99 9 
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- © To what I have offer'd ſome may yet 
« object, that Men of the Zefſ# Senſe, 2 
0 tion, and Birtb, practice theſe Licenſes of 
00 „Tangusge, and therefore to ſay it is a Proof 

* of the want of Judgment is wrong. 

I deny not but that theſe Excrefſences in 
Language do ſometimes grow in ſuch Soil 


chat the Objection points at, but then this is ; 


ſo far from receiving a Foil or Luſtre from | 
Learning, good natural Parts, or high Birth, W 


that it appears more Vile and Hateful: it clouds 


thoſe fine Parts, impeaches that good Erudi- 
N and ſtains that high Blood in a moſt re- 

able Manner! Little occaſion have Men 
of Senſe and Learning to embelliſh their Lan- 
guage with Oaths and Curſes. The Graces 
theſe throw upon their Converſation are as 
dark as Hell ! 

Beſides, theſe muſt know that Oaths a 
Curſes won't alter their Nature becauſe ſpoken 
by them, any more than if they fell from the 
Mouth of a Drayman. Truth and Virtue 
will give no way at all to Men of Senſe and 
high Blood, or pay any Obeifance to Crowns 
or Scepters! Vice will be Vice ſtill, and Truth 
will be Truth ſtill, whether a King or a Beg- | 
gar is .concern'd in it. | 

Hence let none chink that Oaths or Curſes 
are Vices of a leſs hurtful Nature, becauſe 
ſometimes heard from a Nobleman, a Scholar, 
or a Wit? no, it is only a Proof that Vice 
has its Caprives at among the Great and —_ 

e 
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ed, as well as among the Mean and Llliterate. 
Nobility, Learning, and /arge Capacities 
make Virtue ſhine the more conſpicuouſly! 
they give a kind of Elevation to it, and by 
reaſon of their advanced Situation, it appears 
more extenſively. en 
And ſo in proportion Vice when exalted, 
has the opportunity of a wider ſpread of its 
Infection. But the advanced Circumſtances 
it is in, are far from expelling any Degree of 
its poiſonous Nature. A prophane Oath or 
Curſe, is as great an Evil in the Mouth of a 
Kinc, as in the Mouth of a Coprtr; nor can 
all his Authority and Power, be of the leaſt 
Uſe in ſcreening him from a final Account. 
Now as this is ſo manifeſt a Truth, it will 
ſerve as a Rule to condemn ſuch who imagine 
that becauſe Men of ſuperior Stations practice 
this, or the other Vice, therefore it is com- 
mendable or graceful, and will become them 
the better! This is plainly a very falſe Con- 
cluſion.— There is not any thing worthy our 
Imitation in Men of exalted Stations, but their 
Virtues —— Beſides no wiſe Man, wou'd look 
upon Oaths and Curſes from the Mouth of a 
Nobleman, or a Scholar, but as Blemiſhes to 
his Reputation, and real Deformities -in his 
Conduct! They muſt give a Diſguſt, and 
produce Contempt even from a poor Man, 
who is afraid of thus offending his Maker; 
for ſo ſays Solomon, better is a poor Man that 

endl for £059 © walks 
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walks in his Uprightneſs, than he that is per- 
verfe in his Ways, though he be Rich. 
But I proceed to conſider a little the Un- 


| reaſonableneſs, and Wiekedneſs of 8 
SWeartme. 


And as by an Oath is uniirficed' an open 
appeal to God, as to a Being that knows our 
inmoſt Thoughts and Deſigns; and as a Wit- 
neſs of the Truth of thoſe Things we affirm 
or deny, and as believing him to be the God 
of Truth and Holineſs, profeſſing our ſelves 
ready to ſubmit to his Cenſure and Diſplea- 
ſure, for all, and every of our Variations, and 


Departures from Truth: As this I ſay, is the 


common allowed Definition of an Oath, we 
ſhall ſoon' diſcern the or raven of com- 
mon Swearing. I 
An Oath is plainly the moſt ſolemn Act of 
Religion, a reaſonable. Creature can perform: 
and as ſuch, is very unfit to mingle in com- 
mon Converſation. Wou'd you not account 
that Man an over formal pharifaical Creature, 
that ſpoke over ſome Collect or ſhort Prayer, 
between every Sentence of his Converfation 
with ycu? wou'd you think it proper he 
ſhou'd have a Miniſter attend him into all 
Company, and give him the Euchariſt, 20, 
30, 40, Or 100 'Times a-day, in order to ſup- 
port the Credit of his Converſation ? This you 
wou'd abhor and deteſt the Thought of, — | 
which of you wou'd chuſe bis Company: 
Or rather who wou'd not ſhun and deſpiſe 


him? 
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him ? And yet this is much the ſame Caſe 


with the —_ Szpearer, for he prophanes 


the oft ſacred and folemn Act of Religion, 


every time he throws out his Oaths! Now 
what is it that a Man can eſteem Sacred, when 
he has render'd an Oath as prophane, or com- 
mon, as the Dirt he treads upon ? No other 
Act of Devotion to the Deity can be inter- 
preted as an Act of ſincere Homage! He has 
made his Appeals to GOD fo familiar, that the 
Diſtance is loſt, which was neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve in him a due Reverence and Fear. 'T here 
is an 0/d Proverb will ever hold good in this 
Caſe, viz. Too much Familiarity breeds Con- 


tempt | It has a natural and ſtrong Tendency 
this way, and therefore every prophane Swear» 


rer, muſt be incapable of worſhiping God, with 
a Devotion ſuitable to the Majelty he ap- 
proaches. 

Again, prophane. « or common Seearing, 
weakens that Security which civi/ Society in 
many Caſes require. Men are ſometimes 
call'd to Swear by the civil Magiſtrate, and 
then an Oath is in Courts of Judicature for 
Confirmation either of what is affirm d con- 
cerning our ſelves, or others; either as a Secu- 
rity of cur Allegiance to the ſupreme Magiſ- 
trate, and Fidelity to the Community; or in 
7 Evidence for the King, for, or againſt the Sub- 
ject. And there is no other Way agrced upon 
by many. Governments to o pute an Lend to Dee 
bates and Strifes. 


— - - ut 
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But how is this preſerv'd Sacred for the ne- 
eeſſary Uſes of Society by a common Swearer ? 
he is no leſs than an Enemy to his Country; 
he weakens its Securities, breaks down its 
Fences, and throws open Property! His King, 
and his fellow Subjects, ſhou'd look upon him 
as a profeſſed Enemy! nor ſhou'd they ſuffer | 
him unmoleſtedly to go on to ſtab the whole 
Conſtitution. . 75 Wa 
Will chat Man preſerve the Regard due to 
an Oath, that cannot ſpeak a Sentence with- 
out one ? he frequently applies his Oarhs both 
to Truth and Falſhood, as it happens; nor con- 
cerns his Head any more about them! 
It is true, where the Senſe of Guilt is not 

uite loft, you'll ſometimes hear a common 
dar: uſe this Salto, I have ſwore an 
Oath, God forgive me! — But it rarely hap- 

ns that he means any more by his Prayer, 
than he does by his Oath ] for attend him but 
a2 little, and you'll find him returning to his 
Oaths, as a Dog to his Vomit, or a Sow that 
is waſh d to her wallowing in the Mire. 
© Again, Perjary is the almoſt neceſſary 
Concomitant or Attendant of common Swear- 
ing. Men that give themſelves to it, either 
being paſſtonate, haſty Spirits; or ſtupid, un- 
thinking Wretches. 'They neither of them 
Reaſon cooly about what they fo ſolemnly Þ 
affirm ; and very often make ſuch Appeals to 
real, yea to known Falfhoods. What Securi- 
ty can the Publich have whilſt this Vice is ſo 
1 er common 
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common and prevalent among us? — I have 
very lately walk'd the Streets with a Centle- 
man that came out of a part of this Kingdom, 
here formerly I have been myſelf, and was 
ſfurpriʒ d at the frequency of Oaths and Curſes 
there, and yet he was hoch d at the current 
Language of the Streets, not only from Carr- 
men, Coach- men, and Porters, &c. But from 
Perſons that appear d much better ! — Un- 
happy London! with all thy Glory thou art 
infected with this ſickning mortal Diſtemper; 
this abounding Iniquity ! — 1 
I expect ſome will fay, and think, I find 
myſelf not concern d in this Charge; for tho 
I Swear frequently, yet I don't often Swear 
by my Maker, I Swear by Joe] by Heaven! 
Zoonds or Blood! by the Maſs! or Faith! 

To which I anſwer, that if the Objector 
| profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, (and many of our 
common Swearers wou'd be highly affronted, 
if you was to call their Chriſtianity in queſ- 
tion; or their being baptized Members o our 
Church, and conſequently good Churchmen !) 
If theſe, I ſay, ſuch as theſe, wou'd not in reality 
renounce all their Pretenſions to Chriſtianity! 
they muſt renounce all kinds of Swearing and 
Curſing. Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, commands his Followers not to Swear 
at all; neither by Heaven, for it is God's 
Throne, nor by the Earth for it is his Poot- 
ftaol.— nor by any thing that is a Creature 
of God, — a bare Afirming or Denying was 
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to be the conſtant Law of Language to them 
in their common Converſation and whatſo. 
ever, ſays he, is more than 7; es, Or No, com. 
eth of Evil! Mat. v. 34, 38. And it is worthy q 
Obſervation, that St. James is very emphati- | 
cal upon this Rule of our Saviour S, Jam. v. 12. 
But above all things my Brethren Swear not; 
neither by Heaven, nor by Earth, nor by any 3 
other Oath, but let your Yes be Yes, and 
your No be No, leſt ye fall into Condemna- 3 
tion! ſo that common Swearing not only pro- 
ceeds from ſome evi Cauſe, according to our 
Saviour's Account of it, but all Kinds of it, 
according to St. Fames, beſpeak ſome falſe 
| Deſign, and are wicked, and Condemnable.— 
It is no Defence of an Oath to ſay it is made | 
by a Creature, it is rather a Proof of the Stu- 
pidity and Idolatry of it! for inſtance, to | 
| Swear by St. George, or St. Patrick, G is : 
to ſuppoſe St. George and St. Patrick a ſort | 
of omnipreſent Beings, becauſe an Engliſhman 
or an 1riſhman wou'd uſe the ſame Oath, as 
well in one Part of the Globe, as another: | 
and an Appeal to them is to ſ. uppoſe them ca- 
pable of ſearching the Heart and knowing the 
Thoughts! it is a kind of deifying the Ihing 
or Being we Swear by, and amounts to a Spe- 
cies of 1dolatry. — 

Now ſhoud a Pagan 8 ed to an 
Audience of our modern Chriſtian Swearers, 
(as I venture for once to call them,) and ſhou' d 
= underſtand char their common Converſa- 
tion, 


70 
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tion, was in direct Contempt and Contradie- 
tion of this expreſs Command of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtle; what wou d he think of Chriſ- 
tianity or of the Profeſſors of it? He might 
no doubt ſee a Beauty and Fitneſs in the 
Doctrine and Rule, but he wou'd imagine 
7 himſelf to have full as good a'Claim to the 
Name of a Chriſtian, as theſe Deſpiſers of its 
Precepts! he muſt thivk that their calling 
Z themſelves Chriſtians, was only a mere Gri- 
$ mace, or a real Banter put upon the Authority 
of Chriſt! and muſt be perſuaded that theſe 
Nen thought themſelves no more oblig'd by 
his Authority, than if he had been only the 
Son of a poor Carpenter: 
Thus it appears with great Clearneſs that 
till common Szwearers correct this Vice and 
become wholly reclam'd from it, they are ſo 
far from having any Right to the Name of 
Chriſtians ; that they Act in open Contempt 
of one of the plaineſt and moſt expreſs Laws 
of Chriſt! — Ye are my Diſciples indeed 
ſays Jeſus, if ye do whatſoever 1 Command 
you: but if Men do the direct Contrary to 
what he Commands; can they be his Diſci- 
ples? I'll leave any of theſe prophane Perſons; 
to draw the Concluſion, or make the Anſwer. 
I ſhall only add a few Remarks, | 

And the firſt is this, that all common Sewear- 
ing and Curſing is a Reproach to a Chriſtian 
Nation. It is ſo, as it is an open Contempt 


a the eſtabliſhed and profeſſed Religion of 
. Me 
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the Country. It is a Reproach, as it is an 
Act of Diſobedience and Rebellion to the Au- 


zbor of that Religion who is publickly Ador d 


and Worſhip , and who has commanded | 
all the Proſellors of his. Religion, to Bleſs | 
them from whom they receive no better than 
Curſes; to Pray for all Men, to do Good to 
all; and not to Swear at all; but to preſerve | 
their Converſations wholly free from any kind 
of Oaths, or Curſes. | | 
Secondly, common Swearing and Curſing 3 


muſt proceed from evil Cauſes, and cannot 


but have evil Tendencies; and therefore ought | 
to be Diſcountrenave'd by every Man that is 
either a good Sub ject, a good Man, or a real 
Chriſtian !. this wou'd be done, if "they were 
treated as ſuch kind of Vices they really are, 
7. E. as diſcovering a falſe, ee and 
deceitful Mind. 
More particularly, Sewearing i is a plain, In- 
timation from the Swearer, that his Word isnot 
to be taken without an Oath, and why it 
ſhou'd be taken. with one I know not. If eve- 
ry Man according to his Capacity and Station 
wou d pay no Regard, or give no Credit to 
the common Szwearer, he wou'd probably ſoon 
diſcern, that his Wickedneſs was diſcovered, 
and wou'd repent, and endeayour. after a C ul 
tivation of a greater Love for Truth. 
There are a many within my own Know- 
ledge that diſlike publick or common Swear- 
ing and Curſing, and wou d be glad of a more 
| ſignal 
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ſignal Reformation, but the Difficulties they 
Japprehend in putting thoſe Laws in Execution, 
which puniſh theſe Vices, or of giving Re- 
proof, diſcourage their engaging in the At- 
tempt to ſtem the Tide. Belſides, the Spread 
Jof the Infection is ſo general, that a Man free 
from theſe Vices rarely finds a Second to back 
Ihis Attempt in an open Reproof. 1 ſhou'd 
therefore think that Men of this Character 
might eaſily unite, in a profeſſed Contempt 
and Neglect of what ſuch a prophane Man 
aid, who by his Curſing or Swearing, had 
J forfeited all Claim to any Regard. The 
breach of good Manners he wou'd find himſelf 
the Aggreſſor in, and that the Treatment he 
J receiv d was ſo far from being an Indecency, 
that it was the juſt Reward of his Conduct. 
But inſtead of this, the prophane Creature 
meets with no Rebuke from that Quarter 
where he might moſt reaſonably expect it; 
nay, inſtead of a Rebuke, he ſometimes meets 
Men who altho' they won't Swear or Curſe 
$ themſelves, yet they'll Laugh at him that 
does; as if his out-of-zhe-way Oaths and Cur- 
© ſes, were a fit occaſion of Chearfulneſs ; which 
3 makes the Fool. think his Company the more 
entertaining! But this ſhou'd never be the 
Caſe with ſuch who have any Senſe of Virtue 
or Humanity! It wou'd argue a cruel Diſpoſi- 
tion to laugh at a Man ſtabbing bimſelf, or 
breaking his own Limbs to Pieces! And the 
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Caſe before us is not leſs Cruel or Pre. 
terous! 

1 woud again Remark, bow much miſtaken 
thoſe unhappy Wretches are, who imagine} 
that there is a Beauty and Gracefulneſs in 
Cu x ing and Swearing ! Beauty and Graceful. 
neſs refult from Order and Proportion, they 
are the Produce of pure Nature, or tally with 
it: —but Curſes and Oaths are a Perverſion 
of Order and Decency, they are a vile Cor- 
ruption of Language, and have Vice and For- : 
I as their true Eſſence, Original, and Ten- : 
dency! Let the Converſation of ene of theſe 1 
prophane Creatures be examined, and then ſee 
How his Curſes and Oarhs ſtand in every Sen- 1 
tence! nothing at all to the purpoſe, but only 
to render the Senſe and Meaning more con- 
ſus d and diſorderly! ſuch Breaks and Cor- ; 
ruptions of Language, wou'd deſerve the Rod 
or the Ferula from a Schootmaſter to one of 
his moſt illiterate School-boys, tho' they were 
not made by Oaths or Curſes. —— They often | : 
ſeem indeed to be made uſe of as a kind of 
- Flouriſh: to fill up a FVacancy of Senſe, and 
Pen ſtrongly the blundering Stupidity of 
their Author! but methinks there's not much | } 
Beauty or Gracefulneſs in this !— - ; 
I add once more, as an humble Propoſal to | 
the Conſideration of the LeG1SLATURE of 
Exreat- Britain, whether it wou'd not be rea- 
ſonable to make ſome diſqualifying Laws that| 

might puniſh prophane Curſers and Swearers. 


They 
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They ſeem to me as not fit to be admitted as 
Evidences in Courts of Fudicature, or to 
have any Power inveſted in them over the 
Lives or Properties of the People! To Dif- 
qualify ſuch Perſons wou'd appear full as 
Reaſonable, as the retaining diſqualifying 
Laws on any who rerere the folemnity of en 
Oath ! — N 8 | 6 5 7 
elt may be objected, that in a Court of 
* Judicature Men are apprehenſive that their 
* Words will be ſtrictly examined, and that 
* thro' fear of open and public Cenſure they 
* will guard againſt falſe Searing; and hence 
Men may have room to expect ſome Security 
* from the legal Oarbs of a common or pro- 
*phane Hemer.. „ 
This indeed may in ſome Inſtances take 
place, but there are infinitely more Caſes 
where it will not; a common Swearer that 
niakes no Conſcience of an Oath, will be ready 
even before a Court of Judicature to take the 
ſame Licenſe where [ntereſt or Inclination 
wou'd lead him to Prevaricate, if at the ſame 
time he knew that he cond do it with Impu- 
nity. Whence is it that we haye-ſo many 
known Perjuries? Can it ariſe from a more 
probable Source, than that of  prophane or 
common $wearing f — It is true, there may 
be ſomething in the careleſs and indifferent 
Manner in which it is uſually adminiſtred; it 
is often jabber d over a: a Gypſie ſays her 
Gibberiſb; and has looſe an Aſpect, that 
18 N 2 | one 
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one would ſometimes think it was nothing at 
all but a mere Formality ; and only contrived 
to procure the Petty-Officer a Shi/ling '—I | 
have ſometimes obſerved ſuch a prodigality 
with Oatbs in our public Courts, that Men | 
have been ſworn as Witneſſes without any 
Concern whether they ſhould be wanted as} 

ſuch, or not; nor has one Queſtion been 

asked them, altho they have made the ſolemn 
Affirmation. —I mention theſe Things only 
to obviate the Objection about the Sacredneſs 
of Oaths in open Courts; and am perſuaded 
that any careful Obſerver will think with 
me, that the /ooſe Air with which Oaths are 
adminiſtred, and taken, diſcover very little 
Reaſon or Foundation, on which we can 
form an Opinion, that they are eſteemed, 
according to their Nature, ſo very ſacred and 
binding Wy „ 445 ' 
From theſe Conſiderations, what Security 
can be expected either to the King or Conn- 
ery, or private Property, from an Oath taken | 
in open Court, by a prophane Swearer * — | 
Among the Jews, and in more antient Times, 
Oaths: were eſtecmed very ſacred Things, 
and the manner of their taking them very 
ſolemn. Gen. xiv. 22. Abram {wears to the 
King of Sodom, by lifting up his hand unto | 
the Lord, the moſt high God, the poſſeſſor 
of Heaven and Earth. And in Solomon's time | 
the Oath was to come before the Altar in | 
the Temple. 1 Kings, viii, 31, 32. If any 


* en — - or A 

+18! ver” — : | 
| — — — — ” 
| | 


The HINT, Scr. 29 
Man treſpaſs againſt his Neighbour, and he 
require an Oath of him, and the Oath come 
before thine Altar in this Houſe, ſays Solo- 
mon, then hear thou in Heaven, and do, and 
judge thy Servants, condemning the Wicked, 
to bring his way upon his Head, and juſtify- 
ing the Righteous, to give him according to 
his Righteduſneſs. 
We are told, that this was the practice 
alſo of other Nations, 2g. for the” Depo- 
nent to ſtand before the Altar; as did the 
Athenians, Carthagiuians, and Romans. — 
The Jes it muſt be owned, did in time 
become very corrupt and degenerate in their 
3 Oaths, they ſwore by Creatures; and by 
the Altar; and at laſt, they became ſo ſtu- 


pid as to eſteem their CoR BAN their moſt 


ſfſolemn Oath, i. e. an Oath made by the Gift 
on the Altar, as more obligatory than the 
eternal Laws of Truth and Virtue, Matth. 
xxiii. 18. All which prove that the Solemnity 
and Sacredneſs of an Oath was preſerved a- 
mong the Zezws : altho they had idolatrouſly 
altered the Ohect of their Appeal. 

10 this purpoſe, it is worthy Obſervation 
that in Zoſhua's time, an Oath was impoſed 
under this moſt ſelemn Form, G7ze glory to 
2 Cod, Joſ. vii. 19. From what I have men- 
tioned here, I would obſerve that the Security 

and Uſefuliieſs that could ariſe from Oaths 

to Society, has been only preſerved by the 
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Sacredneſs and Solemnity of them. This 
appears undeniably plain from the Jeu, 
who had learnt to throw off the Sacredneſs 
of all other Oaths, but their Corban ; or 
Principal Oath. If they ſwore by the Tem- 
ple it was nothing, or by the Altar it was 
nothing. - They had deſtroyed the So- 
lemnity of the Thing, by the frequent Uſe 
of it; and if ſo, what muſt we think of 
every common prophane Swearer ? can he 
think an Oath or Swearing by God, is any 
Thing juſt at ſuch or ſuch a ſet Time, and 
in ſuch a particular Place, and not think 
it azy Thing at all other Times, and in all 
other Places? it is very improbable that he 
| ſhould. ae add, oi) 

I would conclude with ſome farther Re- 
marks, as proper Deductions from the Na- 
ture, Deſign, and Uſage of Oaths. E 
And in the firſt Place, it is evident that 
Oaths have been in uſe in the beſt regulated 
Societies in the World: And with great 
propriety they have been adminiſter'd; for- 
aſmuch as Cicil Juſtice has been ſecured 
and ſupported by them in many important 
Inſtances ; they have effected the Benefit of 
Society, by their moſt ſtrongly engaging 
Conſcience, in matters of Difficulty, Temp- 
tation, Debate. NE: | 
But then Secondly, they become incapable 
of anſwering this End, when the Solemnit) 
and Sacredueſs of them is weakned and lot, 

e as 


en 

as it is by a common or prophane uſe of 
D, ;7 VF 
Thirdly, it appears pretty evident, what 
our Saviour meant by that Prohibition, 
ſwear not at all, vis. that they ſhould not 
prophane an Oath or make it common, he 
meant not to deny the Magiſtrate or civil 
Society, that proper Security which an Oath 
would afford, when preſerved truly Sacred. 
Fourthly, Thoſe Gentlemen ſeem to miſ- 
take who refuſe to take an Oath, when re- 
quired by the Magiſtrate, purely on account 
of that Prohibition of our Saviour's. And 
the Conceſſions they make, to what they 
call a ſolemn Affirmation, ſeems to be nothing 
| but a Scrupuloſity about the Form of an Oath; 
I do ſolemnly, ſincerely, and truly declare 
* and affirm, that the Evidence I ſhall give 
| © in this Cauſe ſhall be the truth, &c. is 
as much an Oath as any other Form can be; 
as either lifting up the Hand to Heaven; or 
putting an Hand under his Thigh to whom 
we {wear ;- or, ſtanding before the Altar; or 
joining Hands over the Altar; or declaring 
upon our Oath ; — declaring and affirming, 
truly, fincerely, and ſolemnly is exciting the 
Conſcience to an impartial Attention, to all 
the intents. and purpoſes of an Oath, and' 
may with as great Propricty be called an 
Oath, as that of St. Paul's, 1 ſpeak the truth 

in Chriſt, Ilie. nt nn ð 

Taſth, 


3 Eo HINT, Ge. 
 Lafly, common Swearing and Curſing, 
is an affront to the Deity; an injury to So- 
ciety; an impeachment of the Fidelity, and 
Integrity of the prophane Perſon ; a threwd 
Sign of his want of good Senſe; and 11! 
add, is frequently the effe of Comardice 
Nothing is more common than for a Coward 
to bully and hector with Oaths and Curſes 
The Man thinks that this diſcovers a great- 
- neſs of Spirit, and if he can but terrify his 
Adverſary with his belliſh Language, he 
gains his Point ! —— _ 7 W 
Since then there is not any one thing can 
be ſaid in defence of this ſtupid, ſenſeleſs, 
unprofitable Vice, let the Views in which 1 
have put it, have their. due Weight; as l 
doubt not but they will with a// ſuch as have 


any regard left to God, Themſelves, or their 
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